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Who is First-Generation 
College Chisme? 
Mission: 
First-Generation College Chisme is a bilingual college resource for 
BIPOC, Low-Income, and First-Generation students. 

The First-Generation College Chisme website provide students 
with the opportunities to learn more about college through our six 
categories: Resources, Advice + Tips, Mental Health, DACA, Los 
Chismes and Let’s Get Real. We understand the hustle and hope 
we can help students through their college journey’s.

www.firstgenchisme.com
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FREE FAFSA Tool

At First-Gen Chisme, we try to provide students with the access to 
free resources that will help them pursue their educational goals 
with ease. 

This free FAFSA tool will be a creative way to give students the in-
formation needed to fill out the FAFSA. We encourage students 
and teachers to take a look at this free resource to help with the 
FAFSA application proccess. We understand the difficulties that 
come with applying for financial aid and we hope to help students 
through this very important step in the college process. 
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What is FAFSA?  

Purpose: It is used by nearly all colleges and universities to deter-
mine federal, state, and college sponsored financial aid including 
grants, educational loans and work study.

Types of financial aid you might be eligible for after com-
pleting the FAFSA:

Pell Grants: Provide need-based grants to undergraduate stu-
dents. The money does not have to be repaid (unless you withdraw 
from the school before finishing an enrollment period). 

State aid: Primarily is available to students who attend college in 
their state of residence. 

Institutional aid: Is provided by public and private colleges and 
universities to help their students pay for tuition and fees. 

Federal Work Study Programs: Are offered by colleges to help 
their students earn money by working part-time. 

Federal Direct Loans (Subsidized and unsubsidized): Are 
available to undergraduate and graduate students attending col-
leges at least half the time. These loans will need to be repaid. 

Sources: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
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Who can apply to FAFSA?

According to the FAFSA site, “our general eligibility requirements 
include that you have financial need, are a U.S. citizen or eligi-
ble noncitizen, and are enrolled in an eligible degree or certifi-
cate program at your college or career school. There are more el-
igibility requirements you must meet to qualify for federal student 
aid”.

Eligible noncitizen 
According to the FAFSA site, “Generally, you are an eligible noncit-
izen if you are one of the following: 

-U.S. permanent resident, with a Permanent Resident Card (former-
ly known as an Alien Registration Receipt Card or “Green Card”)

-Conditional permanent resident (I-551C)

-Other eligible noncitizen with an Arrival-Departure Record (I-94) 
from the Department of Homeland Security showing any one of 
the following designations: “Refugee,” “Asylum Granted,” “Indefi-
nite Parole,” “Humanitarian Parole,” or “Cuban-Haitian Entrant”

-A citizen of the Republic of Palau (PW), the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands (MH), or the Federated States of Micronesia (FM).

You can receive federal student aid if you are an eligible noncitizen. 
You must enter your eight or nine digit Alien Registration Number 
(ARN) on the FAFSA”.
Sources: 
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility
https://studentaid.gov/help/eligible-noncitizen
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Tips for DACA
Students

-Contact your institution’s financial aid and explain your situation, 
there is no such thing as over communicating! They sometimes 
have a paper form for DACA students to complete so that their of-
fice completes the calculations needed

-Your FAFSA application may appear as “incomplete” for obvious 
reasons, tell your financial aid advisor and send a copy of your re-
sults 

-Undocumented parents: only type in 0’s for SSN, we have provid-
ed more information on this on pg. 11

-Yes you can apply for 
FAFSA depending if the 
college you’re interested 
in requires it in order to 
get institutional/private 
scholarships.

-Always keep in close 
contact with your high 
school counselor and 
your financial aid advisor/
representative at your 
college.
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Tips filling out FAFSA 
with parents

Sources: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

Filling out the FAFSA with 
your parents as a first-gener-
ation college student can be 
stressful and confusing. Do 
not worry! We have all been 
through the stresses with 
filling out the FAFSA and we 
hope that this tool can help 
both you and your family fill 
it out with more ease. 

We provided information on the steps to filling out the FAFSA on 
this document! If you feel that you still need more guidance on 
applying for the FAFSA, please reach out to your school’s coun-
selor or financial aid offices. A lot of the times, programs in high 
school such as TRIO have FAFSA workshop events where they 
help students and their families with the application process. We 
100% encourage first-generation high school students to attend 
these workshops as they can be extremely helpful when filling out 
the FAFSA for the first time! You got this! 
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How to fill out the 
FAFSA:
Step 1: Know when it opens and your deadline
FAFSA typically opens on October 1st. Keep track of the official 
FAFSA website, “https://studentaid.gov/”, to make sure you are 
up to date on the application. The deadline of the FAFSA for the 
2020-2021 academic year is: Saturday, June 30th, 2021. 

The faster that you turn in your FAFSA, the better chances you 
have of getting more financial aid awards. If you wait until June 
30th to apply for the FAFSA, the aid could have been awarded to 
other students who applied sooner. However, this is a case to case 
basis and every school is different in terms on how they award stu-
dents with financial aid. It is still important to turn it in as soon as 
you can! 

Sources: https://www.finder.com/steps-to-fill-out-the-fafsa
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Step 2: Get your documents ready! 
Here is a list of necessary documents and information you will need 
based off your citizenship and financial status. 

Sources: https://www.finder.com/steps-to-fill-out-the-fafsa
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Step 3: Create a FSA ID 
Visit: StudentAid.gov/fsaid to create your FSA ID. Since you will 
also need to provide parent information in your application, your 
parent must register for an FSA ID too. 

Step 4: Log in using your FSA ID 
Click “Start a new FAFSA” and enter your FSA ID. 

Step 5: Choose which FAFSA you’d like to complete 
You should complete the FAFSA for the school year you will attend. 
Remember, the FAFSA is not a one-time thing. You must complete 
your FAFSA each school year.

Step 6: Enter your personal information 
This is the information like your name, date of birth, etc. If you 
have completed the FAFSA in the past, a lot of your personal infor-
mation will be pre-populated to save you time. Make sure you en-
ter your personal information exactly as it appears on official gov-
ernment tax documents. 

Answer questions on parent demographics. According to finder.
com, “Determining which parent to choose can also be tricky. If 
your parents are still married or live together, both parents must 
complete this section. If they live separately, ask the parent you’ve 
stayed with more in the past year (or gives you the most financial 
support, if you haven’t stayed with either). If that parent has remar-
ried, your stepparent must also complete the parent information 
on your FAFSA” (https://www.finder.com/steps-to-fill-out-the-fafsa)

Sources: https://www.finder.com/steps-to-fill-out-the-fafsa
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Step 7: Enter your financial information 
 You should use income records for the tax 2 years prior to the ac-
ademic year for which you are applying. For example, if you are 
filling out the 2018-2019 FAFSA, beginning this year you will be 
required to fill out the information with the taxes of two years prior.  

You can use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool if you find it easier to input 
information or you can do it manually. 

If your parents are not American citizens and do not have a social 
security number, you can input 0000. But it is important you reach 
out to your college counselor before doing so. FAFSA will put your 
application under verification. But do not worry, please reach out 
to your counselor on the steps needed to complete your appli-
cation. We understand these can be stressful times for immigrant 
families but if you trust your counselor, please reach out or contact 
someone who you do trust to help you complete the application. 

Step 8: You can choose up to 10 schools
 Two-thirds of freshman FAFSA applicants list only one college on 
their applications. Don’t make this mistake! Make sure you add any 
schools you plan to attend, even if you haven’t applied or been ac-
cepted yet. You can add up to 10 schools to your FAFSA at a time. 

Step 9: Sign the document with your FSA ID  
Your FSA ID serves as your electronic signature. You will use it to 
electronically sign and submit your FAFSA.

Sources: https://www.finder.com/steps-to-fill-out-the-fafsa
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What happens after I 
submit my FAFSA?
Get your Student Aid Report (SAR) 
According to finder.com, “Three days after you submit your appli-
cation, FSA sends you an SAR containing all of the data you sub-
mitted in your application..”. Make sure that the information you 
provided in your application is correct. If it is not, you are allowed 
to edit your application and fix the mistakes by logging into your 
FAFSA account again. 

Recieve your financial aid award letter 
Once your school recieves your FAFSA information, they will be 
giving you your financial aid award letter. Keep a look out as to 
when this award becomes available to you. 

Once you recieve your award letter, be mindful of the type of aid 
they have given you and which ones you do not have to pay off 
versus which ones you do. Look back to pg. 4 for more information 
on what each aid means and which ones you would like to accept 
and which ones you will not want to. 

Contact your school’s financial aid office
If you have any questions about your financial aid award letter or if 
you have not recieved it yet, please contact your school’s financial 
aid office. Make sure that you are contacting in advance so they 
can have enough time to help you since typically financial aid offic-
es are very busy with student emails. 

Sources: https://www.finder.com/steps-to-fill-out-the-fafsa
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Sources: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
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What to do if selected for 
verification? 

What is verification? 
According to FAFSA’s official site, “Verification is the process your 
school uses to confirm that the data reported on your FAFSA form 
is accurate. If you’re selected for verification, your school will re-
quest additional documentation that supports the information you 
reported.

Don’t assume you’re being accused of doing anything wrong. 
Some people are selected for verification at random; and some 
schools verify all students’ FAFSA forms. All you need to do is pro-
vide the documentation your school asks for—and be sure to do 
so by the school’s deadline, or you won’t be able to get financial 
aid.”.

Steps to complete if selected for verification 

Step 1: Gather your documents 
According to nerdwallet.com, “There are five main areas from your 
FAFSA that you might be asked to verify. Here’s what you need to 
satisfy each category: Tax information, the number of people in 
your house and in college, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) benefits, Child support, and High school completion 
status”. Although these are the popular areas for verification, you 
want to make sure you are prepared with all of your necessary in-
formation that is also not listed.

Sources: https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/review-and-correct
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What to do if selected for 
verification? 

Step 2: Fill out FAFSA verification worksheets
Your school will provide with the verification worksheets that you 
will need to fill out. Contact your financial aid office to get access 
to these worksheets or you could also possibly find them online in 
your school’s website. However, it is best to contact your school 
first to make sure you are filling out the correct worksheets. 

Step 3: Send worksheets before deadline
Ask your school when is the deadline for submitting the verification 
worksheets. Make sure you keep track of these dates so your FAF-
SA can be approved and accepted! 

Step 4: Stay in touch with your financial office
If you have a question about the worksheets or about verification 
please reach out to your school’s financial aid office. If you feel like 
you are not getting the help you need after asking multiple times, 
please reach out to someone in your community that knows how to 
help you during your application process.

Sources: https://www.nerdwallet.com/article/loans/student-loans/selected-fafsa-verification
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Resources:

https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/financial-aid-and-undocu-
mented-students.pdf

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements/
non-us-citizens

http://unitedwedream.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/I-have-
DACA-and-I-can-use-the-FAFSA-Say-what_WebinarFINAL.pdf 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

https://www.nerdwallet.com/article/loans/student-loans/select-
ed-fafsa-verification

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/review-and-correct

https://www.finder.com/steps-to-fill-out-the-fafsa

 

Sources: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


