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Who is First-Generation 
College Chisme? 

Mission:
First-Generation College Chisme is a bilingual college resource for 
BIPOC, Low-Income, and First-Generation students. 

The First-Generation College Chisme website provides students 
with the opportunities to learn more about college through our six 
categories: Resources, Advice + Tips, Mental Health, DACA, Los 
Chismes and Let’s Get Real. We understand the hustle and hope 
we can help students through their college journey’s. 

www.firstgenchisme.com
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High School Advice + Tips

The information found on this PDF can be found on our Advice + 
Tips paleta in the High School Students section. 

https://www.firstgenchisme.com/advice-tips-hs
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Scholarships: 

Do not waste your time applying for scholarships that you do not 
qualify for. There have been some cases where students don’t qual-
ify for scholarship requirements and they still get them. Try applying 
for all the scholarships you qualify for first! 

It is very helpful to dedicate a day of the week during the academ-
ic year when you give yourself an opportunity to apply to as many 
scholarships that have upcoming deadlines on your scholarship 
organization tool! It also gives you the chance to see how many 
requirements you need to do during the week so you can be pre-
pared, for example: recommendation letters, essays, etc. 

Recycle your scholarship applications! Save all of your scholarship 
essays and entries in a folder on your desktop! This can come in 
handy because some scholarships use the same essays or have the 
same requirements that you can just tweak and input without hav-
ing to start from scratch. 

Have a folder saved on your desktop with all your necessary docu-
ments that you will need when applying for scholarships. For exam-
ple: Transcript, Resume, Essays, FAFSA, Schedule, College Accep-
tance Letter, Photo Documentation, Letter of Recommendations, 
etc. Keeping track of all your needs for applying for scholarships 
will make the process run much smoother and faster.
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Scholarship Organization 
Tool: 
It is very important to stay organized with scholarship/grant dead-
lines, you want to make sure you apply to as many as you qualify 
for! A great organization tool is a planner or some kind of calendar 
that marks down specific dates when deadlines approach. We rec-
ommend using a physical planner, Excel Sheet, and/or Google Cal-
endar. It is up to you! The important part is to make sure you have 
an accessible resource that organizes all of your deadlines.

We have provided below an example of an Excel Sheet: 

It is color coded into four different parts.  

Green= Completed, the application has been submitted. 

Yellow= Not Completed, the deadline is approaching. (Approx. 1-3 
Weeks)

Red= Not Completed, the deadline is very close. (Approx. 2-4 Days) 

Dark Green= Not Applying, it will be an application to complete 
next year.
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Take a couple days out of your summer to dedicate time to re-
search for scholarships/grants that you can input in your scholarship 
organization tool. It helps to do this in the summer because you 
will be starting school in the Fall and next thing you know you have 
quizzes and homework assignments to worry about. It is better to 
do your own research for scholarship opportunities in the summer 
and keep an eye out for the scholarship opportunities that are avail-
able throughout the academic year with the help of your school.


